
To leaders in our member schools: 

It is our mission to advance Christian education by 
equipping the local school and its leaders as together 
we seek to answer God’s call. Thus far, 2016 has 
been a year marked by membership stability, new 
opportunities, and expanded partnerships, and these 
things have allowed Christian Schools International to 
expand the ways we serve our member schools. 

Better together

CSI formed nearly 100 years ago because our member 
schools—Christian schools that share a reformed biblical 
heritage—have believed that we are better together. Over the 
years, our schools have weathered life’s literal and figurative 
storms. Financial storms threatened the existence of Christian 
schools in the 1920s and in 2008. While some communities 
have yet to fully recover from the hardships of the most recent 
economic downturn, most have emerged to thrive. Fewer 
schools have closed over the past three years and enrollments 
have stabilized. God’s faithfulness continues to all generations. 

During 2016, CSI staff members have begun to have 
conversations with schools outside of North America that  
share our reformed educational worldview. CSI is looking 
forward to having a new footprint among schools in South 
Korea, Southeast Asia, Africa, and elsewhere as we seek  
to advance Christian education globally.  

A worldview that is distinctive and transformational

Nothing distinguishes CSI and its member schools more than 
our shared worldview. We continue to hear and learn that the 
broader community of Christian schools considers our depth 
of understanding and implementation of reformed biblical 
worldview as a treasure, and they seek to learn from us. We 
bless God for the opportunity to share this treasure.

At the same time, we recognize the natural tendency to take 
treasures for granted. For that reason, in 2016 CSI committed 
to greater intentionality in celebrating the gift and probing more 
deeply into insuring that CSI member schools are 21st century 
transformational Christian schools. In August 2016, CSI hosted 
a worldview summit, bringing leaders together to learn from 
James KA Smith and to discuss how to be distinctively reformed 
and biblically transformational Christian schools. 
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Leadership development

CSI continues to believe that one of our primary tasks is 
preparing the next generation of Christian school leaders and 
equipping current leaders in their God-given roles. For almost 
20 years ELDI has enrolled 20–40 potential leaders in a weeklong 
school leadership program. Data has consistently indicated that 
about 70 percent eventually serve in some leadership role in our 
Christian schools. For the past seven years PDI has equipped 
principals for their task and CEO roundtables have created 
opportunities for superintendents and heads of schools to learn 
from leaders in higher education, business, and industry. 

Coming in the next year will be new opportunities provided by 
CSI such as the Global Christian School Leadership Summit, 
co-sponsored by several Christian school organizations, and an 
August CSI/CLC Network conference focused on the education 
of students with special needs.

Did you know?

CSI’s budget is intentionally limited, recognizing that schools 
also have limited financial resources and that the greatest 
portion of those resources should be focused on the school, 
its staff, and its students. If the CSI budget was not subsidized 
generous donors and sales to non-members, per-student dues 
would be more than $30.00 per student. But subsidies support 
the budget by more than 65 percent, and CSI continues to seek 
ways to provide more for less. 
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Your dues cover just under 26 percent of the cost to operate CSI. We have been 
blessed to be able to subsidize the per student cost to you and keep our dues low, 
thanks to generous donors, the CSI Foundation, and sales and service revenue.
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Partnership with ACSI Yields Opportunities for Collaboration

Working with the Association for Christian Schools 
International (ACSI) will allow CSI to offer some terrific 
professional development options, one for science 
teachers and one for school leadership.

Christian School Educators Science Academy: Supporting Teachers of Science

for teaching science, including a hands-
on, inquiry-based approach, while also 
incorporating Christian worldview. 

The training is open to 25 teachers from 
CSI and 25 from ACSI, and the majority 
of the costs have been underwritten by 
generous donors. Phase 1 includes two 
days of intense, face-to-face training; 
teachers will then be provided with 
electronic support as they travel back to 
their schools and put their new learning 
into practice. The support includes 
monthly webinars as well as a 15-month 
subscription to the NexGen Inquiry 
platform, which provides access to web-
based student journaling software, a 
library of lesson templates, instructional 
resources, and the teacher community. 
An optional phase 2, which includes 
online course work, will be available 
beginning August 2017. 
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Science Academy

This fall, 50 teachers of science 
(grades K-8) will gather at the 
Van Andel Education Institute 
(VAEI) in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
for extensive training in the 
Community of Practice (CoP) model 
for science instruction, a model 
developed by VAEI. 

The Christian School Educators Science 
Academy (CSESA), with its goal of the 
transformation of Christian science 
teaching and learning to a practice-based 
culture, is uniquely tailored to Christian 
school educators. These teachers 
understand that science is a means of 
understanding God’s creation, and they 
work to incorporate Christian worldview 
into every aspect of scientific inquiry. The 
CoP model underscores best practices 

“ACSI and CSI are committed to offer 
cutting-edge science training for our 
members to help students remain 
competitive in our goal to advance 
the kingdom,” said Rachael Heyboer, 
CSI’s manager of curriculum product 
development. “Working with ACSI and 
VAEI will allow us to offer excellent 
training for several teachers of science 
from CSI schools. It will also allow for 
the sharing of ideas and experiences 
among teachers from both organizations. 
We’re excited for the opportunity, and 
we anticipate that this training has the 
potential to be beneficial not only for 
the teachers who attend, but for their 
students and schools as a whole.” 

Applications are being accepted through 
October 24, 2016. For more information on 
CSESA, or to apply, visit www.csesa.org.



Global Christian School Leadership Summit: Learning from Each Other
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Eight Christian school associations, 
including CSI, are joining forces  
to present the Global Christian 
School Leadership Summit, to be 
held in Orlando, Florida, February 
1-3. The conference is open to
Christian school leaders working
in schools from preschool through
higher education.

Topics for the summit’s workshops 
include spiritual leadership, 
sustainability and future thinking, 
administrative and board health, legal 
issues facing Christian schools, building 
unity between Christian schools and 
institutions of higher education, and 
additional topics specific to higher 
education. The conference will also 
feature poster presentations: an idea 
fair where presenters will provide brief 

summaries of ideas that are working in 
their schools. 

Workshop and idea fair presenters will 
come from across the spectrum of the 
sponsoring organizations, allowing for a 
diverse collection of new ideas. Moderated 
roundtable discussions will also provide 
the opportunity to learn from others and 
to share concerns, thoughts, and dreams. 

“Working in partnership with these other 
organizations allows us to imagine new 
ways of supporting leadership, not just for 
CSI members, but for Christian schools 
globally,” said Jeff Blamer, CSI’s vice 
president of member services. “It will be 
good for us to come together to learn from 
each other, as together we chart a course 
for Christian education in the future.” 

Keynote speaker for the event is Lee 
Strobel, professor of Christian thought 
at Houston Baptist University and the 

February 1–3, 2017  |  gcsls.org
Rosen Centre Hotel  |  Orlando, FL

author of several books, including The 
Case for Christ, The Case for Faith, The 
Case for a Creator, and The Case for 
Grace. Other featured speakers include 
David Kinnaman, president of the Barna 
Group, and Dan Egeler, president of 
the Association for Christian Schools 
International. 

More information, including a registration 
page, is available at http://gcsls.org. 
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Leadership Conferences
Global Christian School 
Leadership Summit (GCSLS)
February 1–3, 2017  |  Orlando, FL                                                 
Rosen Centre Hotel
Register now at www.gcsls.org.

Beyond Special Education: 
Inclusion in the Christian School
August 3-4, 2017  |  Palos Heights, Illinois                                                 
Trinity Christian College
Jointly presented by the CLC Network

Professional Development
Christian School Educators 
Science Academy (CSESA)
November 17–18, 2016  |  Grand Rapids, MI
Apply by October 24 at www.csesa.org. 

Principal Development 
Institute (PDI)
February 20–22, 2017  |  Orlando, Florida
Embassy Suites, Orlando Airport

Educators Leadership 
Development Institute  (ELDI)
July 10-14, 2017  |  Sumas, Washington
Applications available in early 2017.

Webinars
Making the Most of  
One Classroom iPad
Thursday, October 13, 2016, 7:30 p.m. EDT
Brandon Helder, second grade teacher, 

Hudsonville Christian School

The Power of Testimony:  
Liturgical Audit and Other  
Faith Integration Lesson Plans
Tuesday, October 18, 2016, 1 p.m. EDT
Jennifer Baham, music director,  

San Jose Christian School

Learn more about upcoming webinars 
and register at www.csionline.org/
webinars.

Upcoming CSI Events




